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1.
SPECIAL SESSION ON TAXES     The special Session on taxes ended last evening.  Governor Crist has already begun his travels to gain support for passage of this tax relief.  At the same time, opposition by teacher unions and county and city leaders appears to be growing. The issue will appear on the January 29th ballot and must receive voter approval in order to become law.

THE MAIN POINTS OF THE TAX REFORM PACKAGE ARE:
Double Homestead Exemption 

An additional $25,000 homestead exemption is provided for the value of homestead property above $50,000. This exemption does not apply to school taxes.

Portability 

Homestead property owners will be able to transfer their Save Our Homes benefit (up to $500,000) to a new homestead within two years of giving up their previous homestead. This provision applies to all taxes, including school taxes.

Tangible Personal Property Exemption

A $25,000 exemption is provided for each tangible personal property return. This provision applies to all taxes, including school taxes.

Assessment Cap for Non-Homestead Property

Non-homestead property will have a 10% assessment cap (similar to Save Our Homes) This cap will apply only to non-school levies.
2.
FISCAL IMPACT OF TAX REFORM: (in $$ Millions)
counties, cities etc. (Reduction created by: double homestead, portability, tangible property exemption, and non-homestead cap.)


2008-09
2009-10
2010-11
2011-12
2012-13
total


(1,169)
(1,496)
(1,879)
(2,340)
(2,736)
(9,622)


schools ( Reduction created by portability and tangible property reduction)


2008-09
2009-10
2010-11
2011-12
2012-13
total


(204)

(387)

(547)

(721)

(898)

(2,756)


Total impact


2008-09
2009-10
2010-11
2011-12
2012-13
total


(1,373)
(1,884)
(2,426)
(3,061)
(3,634)
(12,378)

3.
Dr. Eric J. Smith Chosen As Florida’s Commissioner Of Education
On October 8, 2007, at the meeting of the State Board of Education, Dr. Eric Smith was chosen to be The Commissioner of Education for the state of Florida.  Dr. Smith is the former Superintendent of Schools in Charlotte, N.C. and in Anne Arundel County Md.  He is currently a senior Vice-President with the College Board.  Dr. Smith has previous experience in Florida in both Orange and Volusia Counties.  Dr. Smith is expected to begin his position as Commissioner in early December.

4.
Duval School District School Superintendent Search.    

Duval County School Board Members are expected to vote, at the regular school board meeting, on an agenda item to make Ed Pratt-Dannals the next Superintendent of schools for Duval County.  Ed Pratt-Dannals is a 31 year veteran of Duval County Schools.  Most recently he has served as deputy to Superintendent Joe Wise, who resigned in mid-October.

